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Parisians who were ignorant of her language is easily ac-
counted for; the subjects of the tragedies she played were,
for the most part, familiar to the French public; they were
treated and developed in the same manner as their own trage-
dies; they therefore asked no more than the Italian actress
could, give them, and that they did not understand they knew
intuitively.
It could not be thus in regard to Rachel in America; its
citizens were accustomed to dramas in which the tragic and
the comic elements, the sublime and the grotesque, the lan-
guage of royalty and that of the lower classes are all com-
bined and mingled. They do not, even in their own lan-
guage, like to have that narrated and described that might be
put into action before their own eyes. It was not probable
that those accustomed to such scenic performances would be
entertained by French tragedies — tragedies of Greek and
Lathi origin, without any variety of scene or style, where the
language, always sublime, never unbends, where the dramatis
personce never even change their buskins.
The above considerations are, certes, not far-fetched, and
would have presented themselves to any thinking mind, and,
had he reflected, would have dispelled some of the vapors that
spread so thick a haze over the brain of Raphael Felix.
A last, and certainly not the least important consideration,
was one quite overlooked by the ambitious manager. He
forgot, or did not choose to remember, that between him, the
improvident and inexperienced youth, ignoring the language,
the customs, and manners, the men and things of the country
he was going to put to contribution, and Barnum, the famous
showman who exhibited Jenny Lind, and whose extraordinary
tact, great experience, and well-combined measures in the way
of puffs, trumpet-pealed announcements, &c., &c., had so large-
ly influenced her success, there was an immeasurable dis-
tance.
From, the moment this great project was conceived to that
which witnessed its execution, nothing else was thought of,
nothing else was cared for. "We will not pause to speak of
.attempts made by friends and admirers to dissuade
from this suicidal design. It was whispered

